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CAPE LOOKOUT—Hundreds of years ago, the Outer
“Banks of Coastal Carolina had vast quantities of trees,
some areas even resembling today’s inland forests. But
that was before the arrival of man, \.yhelled tree aftes

n pl ber of vol-
unteer seedlings are appearing.
It all started when a few people who love the remote
cape decided that if trees grew once on the sandy banks,
they could grow again.

ABOUT FIVE YEARS ago, Charlie Reeves and Sam 7.
Bass, property owners at Cape Lookout, bought 5,000 slash
\ ’ pines which were set out by Sally and Les Moore, perma-
\ nent residents, and Tony Seamon Jr. of Morehead City.
Results were encouraging. More than half the pines sur-
\ vived and now stand 11 feet tall, green against the winter
sky near Cape Lookout Lighthouse. In 1967, Seamon, the
Moores and 50 Carteret County Boy Scouts set out an
additional 10,000 pines with an even better survival rate, .
despite the carelessness of a fisherman who started a by
brush fire which destroyed several acres. Yy =
Just completed was the largest tree planting ever to b A Y ;“"}"
occur along the Outer Banks. More than 65,000 seedlings b{ ;\.\J s
of 10 varieties were planted over 55 acres. Again it was l{‘ \zﬂ t‘é
Seamon, Bass, the Moores and Scouts from Beaufort and SN S
Morehead City, along with men from the Coast Guard cut- &, -
ter Chilula at Fort Macon, who did the job. Rain fell
during most of the planting, increasing chances for a '
successful venture. L
About 45,000 of the seedlings were planted near the ' <
| Cape Lookout Coast Guard Station as a memorial to Chief f\‘t
[ Boatswain’s Mate Jack Davis of Harkers Island. Davis, 4
officer in charge of the station, died in a jeep accident ="
here last summer. =

OWNERS OF THE headboat Captain Stacy volunt AR
to bring the trees and a mechanical planter Er}t,:m I}:: reneari;q g’ = il’

| land. But thousands of the seedlings wi et B b
ind. ) ere set out 3 - -
) with each Scout planting more ma§100 trees. by X ;"-2 ot o
The Scouts were all working on forestry and conser- ¥ * A x

vation merit badges. Some also completedycamping saill:i f?-'Eg B

other advanced merit badge work duri i 5
i e [:{ ring their weekend k&;‘} X
Seamon said such volunteer projects up and ¥
\ coast will yield long-range benel‘ils:'l“Here'psagha?c‘:nmtgs tw‘ﬁ~
something and not just talk about the need." I~
{

There is a dual purpose to the plantin, Th'
beauty to barren areas and also hglp smgflizeeu::e::ila
other types of vegetation can Brow.

H. A. Tate, State field forester who arr: i
of the seedlings, said of the volunteers: “Tl;‘enigeedl‘f?)ﬂlsvgre
not motivated by personal gain but rather by a love for

the cape and the intangible and il A
souls for whom the cape holds ':lll'lgl“:'l; values to kindred
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